CHAPTER V. THE SRI CHITRALAYA
" It ivas a great pleasure to see this well-arranged picture gallery of Indian Art consisting of copies of old Frescoes, later Frescoes from the temples of Travancore, a few Moghul paintings, a representative series of Rajput pictures and a very well selected collection of the various schools of modern Indian painting ".-N. C. METHA, I. C. s.
In a previous Chapter a brief survey of the growth of Fine Arts in Travancore was made. It only follows that that history must be amplified and illustrated with reference to the practical action taken to encourage and foster one or other of those arts. The Sri Ohitralaya is a standing monument to the finest of the Fine Arts, namely, Painting. The object for which the Government of Travancore founded the above institution under the authority of His Highnes Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal Maharaja was to provide for the people of Travancore and for visitors out on a holiday enjoyment and education and a sense for the development of artistic taste, a collection of pictures representing the various eras of painting in India along with some indication of the art of painting under the influence of Indian culture. Indian life and Indian scenery.
The institution was opened by His Highness on the S5th September, 1935. That would be an ever memorable event in the annals of the State. It was a distinguished assembly including some eminent men from outside the State who were really interested in the promotion of Painting.
In opening the proceedings Dr. Jay a ram H, Cousins, the well known artist, poet and scholar, whose services had been